1.1

WORLD ORDER

Capitalism only triumphs when it becomes identified with the state,
when it is the state.
Fernand Braudel

They make slaughter and they call it peace.
Tacitus

The problematic of Empire is determined in the first
place by one simple fact: that there is world order. This order 1s
expressed as a juridical formation. Our initial task, then, is to grasp
the constitution of the order being formed today. We should rule
out from the outset, however, two common conceptions of this
order that reside on opposing limits of the spectrum: first, the notion
that the present order somehow rises up spontaneously out of the
interactions of radically heterogeneous global forces, as if this order
were a harmonious concert orchestrated by the natural and neutral
hidden hand of the world market; and second, the idea that order
is dictated by a single power and a single center of rationality
transcendent to global forces, guiding the various phases of historical
development according to its conscious and all-seeing plan, some-

thing like a conspiracy theory of globalization.!

United Nations
Before investigating the constitution of Empire in juridical terms,
we must analyze in some detail the constitutional processes that
have come to define the central juridical categories, and in particular
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